ISSUES IN PALAEOBIOLOGY: A GLOBAL VIEW. Marcelo R.
In 1889, under the name of E. R. C., an anonymous author, while reviewing a book of Melchior Neumayer (1845-1890) expressed the following: "The paleontologist has been defined as a variety of naturalist who poses among geologists as one learned in zoology, and among zoologist as one learned in geology, whilst in reality his skills in both sciences is diminutive" (p. 259).
While one, as a paleontologist, may feel that the sentence is a bit irreverent, at least we should admit that paleontologists -and paleontology-have lived permanently in a sort of identity crisis, because of their changing position between two major disciplines that are in principle quite different: geology and biology.
If paleontology has had problems of identity since the nineteenth century, no less has been the case of paleobiology, the discipline that aims to study life in the past. According to David Lazarus "Palaeobiology's original goal was to (re)integrate palaeontology with biology, based on the perception in the early 1960s that palaeontology had degenerated into a marginal service specialty for geology" (p.71). To correct this situation, paleontology began moving towards biology since the 60's, but during this period biology shifted its focus to molecular approaches, so that paleobiology remained marginal to most biological research, at least in the perception of many biologists. The answers to these questions were varied, and clearly mark the different directions that paleobiology is currently taking. In this sense, reading "Issues in Palaeobiology" is a good way to get to know the current research programs by these paleobiologists, their main results, as well as to think about the foundations and the scope of a discipline that has been gaining an increasing number of followers. 
